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Wine Enthusiast - Buying Guide

Most Reliable Producers
by Craig Goldwyn

Based on the results of the last five years of the American Wine Competition portion of the
World Wine Championships, these are the names to remember, the best producers whose

wines are dependable year after year.

America’s Premier Pinot Noir Producers

Gary Farrell Robert Mondavi

America’s Great Pinot Noir Producers
Acacia Kendall-Jackson

Adelsheim Kent Rasmussen
Benziger Morgan

Bethel Heights Napa Ridge
Byron Newlan

Calera Richardson
Cambria Rochioli
Carneros Creek Rodney Strong
Caymus Saintsbury

Clos du Val Sanford

David Bruce Wild Horse
Hanzell Willamette Valley

Henry Estate Winery Vineyards

Pinot Noir Producers to Watch For
These are new producers or producers
whose wines we have not tasted for
each of the last five vintages.

Buena Vista Ponzi
Ch. Souverain Rex Hill
Chehalem Robert Sinskey

Domaine De Clarek Sokol Blosser
Elk Cove Steele

Fetzer Talley
Handley ZD

Knudsen Erath

America’s Premier Merlot Producers
Ch. St. Jean St. Clement

America’s Great Merlot Producers

Bel Arbors Geyser Peak
Beringer Golden Creek
Ch. Souverain Kendall-Jackson

Ch. Ste. Michelle Markham

Clos du Bois Newton

Clos Robert Shafer
Columbia Crest St. Supery
Conn Creek Swanson
Creston Vichon
Cypress Whitehall Lane
Davis Bynum Wild Horse
Dry Creek Windsor
Franciscan

Merlot Producers to Watch For
These are new producers or producers
whose wines we have not tasted for
each of the last five vintages.

Apex Ferrari-Carano
Bedell Kenwood
Benziger Lockwood
Cecchetti Sebastiani Richardson
Cline Robert Sinskey
Clos Pegase Rombatter
Columbia Winery Rosenblum
Cosentino Sebastiani
Domaine St. George St. Francis
Duckhorn Sterling
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